A case study of childhood L2 learning of phonological contrasts
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Methods

Children acquiring L1 may go through a

period of ‘covert contrast’ scobbie et al. 2000
« acoustic differences are not perceived by adults

Adults acquiring difficult L2 contrasts may

never get past this stage riege, Muroe & skelton, 1992
* Word final voicing in English for Spanish and Arabic L1
learners

Do child L2 learners also go
through a period of covert

contrast?

Are all contrasts the same?

Participants:
Two native German speaking children
Entered the UK at ages 8:10 (child 1) and 6:6
(child 2)
no prior English exposure.

Production task:
* repeat 48 sentences “the next word is __

”

now

German L1 English L2
* word final voicing
front mid-low vowels
* Both contrasts missing in German

« 18 words contained target word-final
consonants (/p,b,t,d,k,g/) and vowels (/z, e/)

* Followed for 15 months after arrival.

* Acoustic analysis of productions and adult
native listener judgments

Child L2 learners may successfully acquire
new contrasts after only a few months rokes,
Bond & Steinburg, 1985 L4
* Word final voicing in English for Arabic L1 children
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